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Brief description of EEH project regarding intercultural education, civic education, lifelong 

education, based on the approach and methods of contemporary ethnography  

 

Name and type of project « Learn a language, learn a city », an urban 

ethnography workshop.  
Duration and location Two sessions a week, of 2 hours each, for a total 

of ten sessions.  

Association “Solidarité Château Rouge”, Paris 

18th arrondissement.  

Social Center Cefia, Paris 17th arrondissement.   

Social Center J2P, Paris 19th arrondissement. 
Goals and purposes Enhance the learning of French and strengthen 

the learners’ communicating abilities, using the 

methods and techniques of ethnography (observe, 

describe, question, discuss).  

Promote the building and sharing of milestones 

within the urban space for adults in language-

training, using an ethnographical field survey and 

its artistic restitution.  
Audience Approximately 10 foreign adult in the process of 

alphabetisation, benevolent workers.  
Implemented by 2 leaders – 1 /2 ethnologist(s) and 1 artist.  
Financed by  The Région Ile de France, department of the 

Districts’ Social Animation.  
Brief description of the project  

(main steps of the project) 

The workshops’ theme is: the use of the city 

interpreted through a field survey regarding the 

participants’ daily journeys: what are their 

milestones in their neighbourhood? What is 

familiar to them, and what isn’t, what remains 

“foreign”? How can we exchange and dialog 

about these milestones and enhance their 

significance?  

Through the method of participative cartography, 

the participants are led to materialize their daily 

journeys in their neighbourhood as the workshop 

goes along.  

During the outings, they record each other’s 

presentations and question each other in turns 

about their journeys. Along the survey, they take 

pictures and write short essays, present drawings 

and sketches that illustrate the places they 

frequent and their customs in the neighbourhood.  

A collective exhibition ends the ethnography 

workshop.   
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Brief description of EEH project 

regarding intercultural education, civic education, lifelong education, based on the approach and 

methods of contemporary ethnography. 
 

Name and type of project “Treasures of everyday life”, an ethnography 

workshop on the cultural heritages of a 

neighbourhood.  

 

Duration and location One session of 1,5 hours a week, for a total of ten 

sessions.  

Social Center Cefia, Paris 17th arrondissement.   
Goals and purposes The workshop offers the young the opportunity to 

explore their neighbourhood, looking for the 

diversity in cultural customs (clothes, food, 

popular imagination, celebrations, languages, 

jobs and know-hows), and in artistic traditions 

(songs, dances, visual arts aso) in the course of a 

field survey. Reinforce the learning processes and 

transversal abilities.  
Audience 12 pupils in 4th and/or 3rd grade, 2 benevolent 

workers from the Social Center.   
Implemented by 2 leaders – ethnologists from the Ethnologues En 

Herbe Association.   
Financed by  The Région Ile de France, department of 

Districts’ Social Animation.  
Brief description of the project  

(main steps of the project) 

The young participants are led to make an inquiry 

in their neighbourhood and within their close 

environment (family, neighbours, friends), based 

on the methods and techniques of ethnography: 

observe and describe (orally, via writing, 

presenting drawings or sketches) the cultural and 

artistic activities of the neighbourhood, take 

pictures, record sounds and images of their 

district, question resource-people who live in the 

neighbourhood.  

Parents as well are invited to come along during 

the outings in the neighbourhood and express the 

diversity of their customs and know-hows.  

The elements collected are then organized so that 

the participants can create a boards exhibition, as 

well as an online exhibition of the Ethnologues 

en Herbe Association’s website, 

www.ethnoclic.net.  
A friendly debriefing about the workshop will be 

held with the young, the families and the 

http://www.ethnoclic.net/
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inhabitants met along the way, in order to bring 

together everyone’s perspective on the 

neighbourhood.  
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Brief description of EEH project 

regarding intercultural education, civic education, lifelong education, based on the approach and 

methods of contemporary ethnography. 
 

Name and type of project “Jobs in the city”, an ethnography workshop.  
Duration and location One session of 2 hours a week, for a total of ten 

sessions.  

Marguerite Long Elementary school, Paris 17th 

arrondissement.   
Goals and purposes Trigger the pupils’ curiosity about the jobs in 

their district, teach them abut the methods of field 

survey, and reinforce the learning processes and 

transversal abilities.  
Audience 25 CM1 pupils, 1 teacher.  
Implemented by 1 ethnologist from the Ethnologues en Herbe  

Association.   
Financed by  Board of Education of Paris.  
Brief description of the project  

(main steps of the project) 

The workshop’s first step is to have the pupils 

make a detour by other places and times, so that 

they can discover jobs from other societies and 

past times. The second step is to have them 

conduct an ethnographic survey regarding the 

jobs in their neighbourhood.  

The sessions thus alternate between indoor work 

at the school and outdoor work in the nearby 

environment.  

After some work to acquire the vocabulary 

necessary to the description of the various jobs, 

the pupils are familiarized to the methods and 

techniques of ethnography: keep a trainee-

ethnologist journal, take notes, present drawings 

and sketches, take pictures and caption them, 

prepare a questionnaire, meet resource-people, 

aso.  

The elements collected are then organized so that 

the pupils can create an exhibition in the 

classroom, as well as a possible online exhibition 

of the Ethnologues en Herbe Association’s 

website, www.ethnoclic.net.  
 

 

http://www.ethnoclic.net/
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Brief description of EEH project 

regarding intercultural education, civic education, lifelong education, based on the approach and 

methods of contemporary ethnography. 
 

Name and type of project “Everyday life in the neighbourhood”, an 

ethnography workshop.  

 

Duration and location 2 hours sessions, once a week, for a total of ten 

sessions.  

Les Alouettes Elementary school, Paris 19th 

arrondissement.   
Goals and purposes Trigger the pupils’ curiosity about their daily 

environment, which they often consider as dull 

and already well-known, using the 

ethnographical method of field survey. Reinforce 

the learning processes and transversal abilities.    
Audience 26 CM2 pupils, 1 teacher.  
Implemented by 1 ethnologist-animator from the Ethnologues en 

Herbe Association.   
Financed by  Board of Education of Paris.  
Brief description of the project (main steps of the 

project) 

After a quick detour by foreign places and past 

times, so that the pupils can discover images of 

everyday-life in other societies and cities, the 

first step of the workshop is to teach the kids the 

vocabulary they will need to describe the city.  

The pupils then get acquainted with the methods 

and techniques of ethnography: prepare a 

questionnaire, keep an “ethnologist journal”, take 

pictures and caption them, present drawings, aso. 

The sessions thus alternate between indoor work 

in the classroom and outdoor work where they 

put into practice the methods they have learnt  

(conduct interviews, take notes, pictures, aso) in 

the course of an ethnographic survey on the 

everyday-life in their neighbourhood.  

As the collection of these various elements goes 

along,  they are organized so that the pupils can 

create an exhibition in the classroom, as well as a 

possible online exhibition of the Ethnologues en 

Herbe Association’s website, 

www.ethnoclic.net.  

 

http://www.ethnoclic.net/
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Brief description of EEH project 

regarding intercultural education, civic education, lifelong education, based on the approach and 

methods of contemporary ethnography. 
 

Name and type of project “Gender in everyday-life”, an ethnography 

workshop.  

 

Duration and location 2 hours sessions, once or twice a week, for a total 

of 6 sessions.  

Junior-schools of Langevin-Wallon, St Gratien, 

Carnot (Paris area). 
Goals and purposes  introduce the notion of gender and  raise 

the young's awareness on how this notion 

expresses itself in various aspects of 

everyday-life. 

 Get them acquainted with the method of 

field survey (participative observation 

and interviews) 

 Reinforce linguistic and transversal 

abilities   
Audience 8 students in 5th grade – SEGPA  course (adapted 

course) 

27 students in 3rd grade – Professional Discovery 

Option 
Implemented by 2 ethnologist-animators (one in training) from the 

Ethnologues En Herbe Association and 1 

animator from the ARPE (Atelier de Restitution 

du Patrimoine et de l'Ethnologie – Workshop for 

the Restitution of Heritage and Ethnology) 
Financed by  General Council of the Val d'Oise Department.  
Brief description of the project (main steps of the 

project) 

1st Session: introduction of the “gender” thematic  

thanks to an exhibition on “new” jobs practice by 

both men and women against stereotypes. 

Presentation of the workshop, of the notions of 

field survey, society, culture and ethnography.  

Deeper understanding of the notion of gender. 

 

2nd Session: the students choose two thematics 

for their surveys. Collective elaboration of a 

survey protocol (observation and description 

table). 

 

3rd to 5th Sessions: proceeding to the survey 

(observation, interviews, taking notes, taking 

pictures) with progressive shaping of the results.  
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6th Session: Restitution on the website 

www.ethnoclic.net. Synthesis and analysis of 

the workshop and its results.  

 

 

http://www.ethnoclic.net/
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Brief description of a project 

regarding intercultural education, civic education, lifelong education, based on the approach and 

methods of contemporary ethnography. 
 

Name and type of project “Creative and civic-minded, the young take a commitment!” 
Duration and location September 2013- June 2014 

8 high-schools and junior schools in the Créteil Academy.  
Goals and purposes Collect and bring out the testimonies of students from junior 

and high-school who take a commitment, in their schools or 

outside, in “creative a civic-minded” actions, in order to help 

emerge a common culture of commitment within the 

academic institution, a culture that would be profitable in 

priority to the struggling students.  
Audience Young elected to the CVL and CVC1, dropout students (two 

from each school), the CPE2, headmasters/headmistresses, 

teachers (Civic Education, History and Geography, Economic 

and Social Sciences, French, aso) who wish to participate to 

the project.  
Implemented by Academic Delegate for Student Life in Junior and High-

school for the Créteil  Board of Education, Ethnologues en 

Herbe Association, (2 coordinators, 2 ethnologists-animators, 

1 video-maker-animator).  
Financed by  European Social Fund.   
Brief description of the project (main 

steps of the project) 
 Training of the pedagogical teams and  elected 

students (junior and high-schools) regarding the 

notion of civic commitment, familiarization with the 

ethnological approach and leading of ethnographic 

interviews. 

 Call for participation in the schools, among students 

who are committed to civic actions.  

 Realization of recorded interviews and six video-

reports 

 Diffusion of the video-reports on the project's 

website 

 Elaboration of pedagogical tools based on the 

promotion of commitment experiences aimed at the 

reintegration of struggling students.   

                                                 
1 Conseil de Vie Lycéenne et Collègienne – Council for the High and Junior School Life.  

2 Conseiller Principal d'Education – Principal Counsellor of Education 
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Elements of the project related to 

ethnology 

“Ethnology and video” workshop: realization of recorded 

interviews with elected students (interviewers) and 

committed students (interviewed). Choice to inscribe the 

commitment experience within a broader educational and 

personal trajectory. Use of the projective method (description 

of personal belongings and objects) enhancing the singular 

dimension of the testimony.  

 


